Sedgefield Presbyterian Church
Responding gratefully through service in our community,
worshipping our Creator and working to alleviate hunger in our neighborhood.

Advent is the time of preparation! We have put out our decorations and are planning

“I am the true vine and my Father is the gardener.” ~John 15:1

December

our
Advent services. We will come to scripture during the next four weeks in anticipation that the
message of Advent still holds hope, grace and love as God takes flesh and meets us when we
have become most hopeless, most broken, most lost. Sometimes pastors will jokingly say, "it is
the same story every year." As much as it is the same story, we come in hopes to see how it is
relevant to this season of life.
These past four Sundays have given us time to think about our IMPRINT among each other
and in our community. We heard transforming stories from Stan Ashworth, Jane Wray, Karen
Johnson, and Sharon Turcot. It was such a blessing to hear their faith stories and how their
stories intertwine with our church. David Fraccaro, the Executive Director of FaithAction, said this
of SPC:

"FaithAction staff and clients have benefited tremendously from the faithful help of SPC. From
donations of food and diapers for immigrant families, and Christmas toys for immigrant and
refugee children, to direct emergency assistance that keep immigrant families from becoming
homeless, to hosting Stranger to Neighbor events and FaithAction ID drives....SPC has provided
life changing, even life-saving direct help to hundreds of our newest neighbors in need. SPC's
enduring support is a great model of what it means to be a "stranger to neighbor congregation,"
and has brought tremendous hope and dignity to the lives of FaithAction clients, especially at this
particularly uncertain and difficult time around immigration. Thank you for putting your faith into
action, for welcoming the stranger, and for truly loving your neighbors as yourselves."

You should have received a letter and
commitment card this week. Please bring your
commitment cards this Sunday to worship. We will
have a time in worship to bring forth our
commitment of time, talents, and gifts. We made
a huge IMPRINT in 2017 and should be excited to
see where God leads us in 2018. If you are unable
to join us this Sunday, then please return your
commitment card to the church office next week.
Advent blessings to you and yours4.

Kim
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Gordon Johnson
Jean Eades
Maren Gehling
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Carol Reed

Linda Price

Karen Johnson

Team B: Jim Gehling, Suzanne Thacker,
Laura Campbell, Jef Morgan, John Stone/
Linda Price

December Greeters & Ushers: Scott & Jenny Ritter December Elder(s) on Call: Bob Halpin

Elders
~~In This Issue~~
Pastor’s Page.............................
Monthly Announcements..........
Worship Assistants, Elders ......
Christian Education ..................
Preschool News.........................
Worship News............................
Session Snippets ......................
Finance, Fundraising, Facilities
Congregational Care Team .....
Benevolence Ministry Team ...
Community Events ...................
Mailbag, other news ..................
Calendar .....................................
Staff Contact Info ......................

1
2
2
3
3
4
4
5
6
7,8
9
9
10
10

Session Class of 2017: James Elms,
Robert Halpin, Suzanne Thacker

Session Class of 2018: Bruce Bingham,
Fred Brown, Laura Campbell

Session Class of 2019: Zoe Dillard,
Jim Gehling, Jef Morgan
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SUNDAY SCHOOL
Adult & Youth Sunday School
This fall we will follow up on our spring study based on the PBS video, Race: the
power of an illusion. We’ll identify groups of people who today are marginalized, ask
why that is so, and what we as individuals, as a class, as a church can do to help them.
We’ll finish this study by examining the issues related to poverty. Adult Sunday School
AND Youth Sunday School meets at 9:45 am in the front parlor, off the gathering
area.

Church School for Children
Children are invited to join us for worship, and then following the Pennies for Hunger
collection, children in preschool-grade 5 are invited to go to Church School for a special
time of education.

Our Sunday School Offering is Helping Locally
Again this year, our Sunday School offering is helping to support the emergency assistance fund
of SPC. Our congregation is a GCAN (Guilford Congregational Assistance Network) Partner and
works with Greensboro Urban Ministry and Salvation Army to meet emergency assistance needs of
individuals and families in our community. Please remember your Sunday School offering!

December Schedule: Meet at Jamestown Presbyterian at 4:30 pm
December 3, 10 and 17 (Youth Christmas Party) There will be NO
youth meeting on December 24.
Our youth will set up luminaries on Christmas Eve, weather
permitting.

IMPORTANT PRESCHOOL DATES!
Saturday, December 9 at 9:30 am...Santa Breakfast! Come have
pancakes and sit on Santa’s lap and share your Christmas wish list.

Wednesday, December 20 at 10:00 am4 Christmas Program held in the
sanctuary. All classes will be performing and light refreshments will be served
afterwards.
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Mark Your Calendars for our Advent Study!
Rev. Frank Dew will lead our studies during the four Wednesdays in Advent. The study began at 7 pm on Wednesday evening, November 29,
and continues on December 6, 13, and ends on December 20. Topics
are:
•

What do you need to be set free from?

•

How can you make room for Jesus?

•

What is your Advent prayer?

•

What will be your Advent action?

Frank says, “I am looking forward to leading this Advent study based on these questions!”
MAKE SURE to take some time for yourself this Advent Season. You can find inspiration
with these online Advent devotionals:
https://www.ncchurches.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/Advent-Reflection-Guide-2017.pdf
https://www.pts.edu/UserFiles/File/resources/Publications/Advent%20Devotional%202017/Advent%
20Devotional%202017:20-%20Print.pdf
ANNUAL DRIVE-THRu NATIVITY
One of the favorite times of the year is our annual Drive-Thru Nativity presented by
actors from SPC and Our Father Lutheran Churches. Drive through and witness the
story of Christmas!
When: Sunday, December 17 from 6 pm till 8 pm
Where: Our Father Lutheran Church, Groometown Road
Along with cast members, we are in need of volunteers to provide snacks for the
workers, and to help set-up and clean up afterwards. If you are able to help in any of
these ways, please fill out the form you’ll find in each Sunday’s bulletin or call the
SPC office at 336.299.4061.

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES
11 am Children’s Worship —ALL children are invited to tell the story
8:30 Candlelight and Communion Worship
Our Christmas Eve offering will support the ministry of
Greensboro Urban Ministry
Our youth plan to place luminaries on Christmas Eve, weather permitting. Check the bulletins for order forms.

Please pray for1..Jack Atwater, John’s
dad, who underwent surgery for a subdural
hematoma; Karen Johnson’s brother-in-law,
Ray Jones, Nancy Halpin, Classie Meredith,
JoAnn Smith, and Charlene Ashworth. Pray
especially for the many victims of violence and
accidents, victims of hurricanes, fires, and
earthquakes, and our country in this time of uncertainty.

Note: Prayer requests should be sent
to the church office at
office@sedgefieldpresbyterian.org.
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Our Facilities volunteers continue to keep our church building in working order AND to
keep it beautiful. They conducted a ninety-minute test of the exit and emergency lights per
the Fire Marshall's requirement.
A group of volunteers painted the walls near the choir practice room and finished up
some of the trim.
If you would like to join this great group of workers, please contact the church office.

Facilities Team

Fred Brown, Chairperson

Have you ever thought about our IMPRINT—especially the imprint that our church has in
the community, the city, and the world at large? If we were gone tomorrow, what would our
community miss?
One hundred backpacks filled, Family Angel Tree, Summer Enrichment and Lunch (1500
lunches served), Cooking Matters, Servant Garden, and so much more4.our outreach giving
is doing much to improve lives!
Our general budget is more challenging and less exciting than our outreach giving. The
budget pays salaries and benefits, and provides funding to keep our building healthy and
running. Volunteers run the office, clean the church, and maintain the grounds.
Sunday, December 3 is Commitment Sunday. Please give prayerful consideration to
increasing your giving through your financial contribution as well as your volunteering. Fill out
your pledge card that you received in the mail and bring it forward during worship that day.
Let us remember what we have been given, and pledge to broaden our imprint to love and
serve God and one another.

The session approved a capital campaign to raise funds
($45,000 total) for two projects: roof repair and kitchen remodeling.
Roof repair-The shingles on the part of the building that
faces Wayne Road need to be replaced and the wood
underneath the shingles needs to be repaired. This project
is estimated to cost $18,000.
Kitchen renovation-The renovation will provide better
workspace, an improved flow of dirty/clean dishes, give an
expanded storage area and allow Cooking Matters classes
to be held at our church rather than Hinshaw UMC. The
kitchen renovation work will be done mainly by church
members. The estimated cost of $27,000 covers supplies,
such as, new counter tops, stainless steel tables for new
open work space, new tile floor, new ceiling tiles, replacing
the current light fixtures with LED lighting, new disposal,
new refrigerator, freezer.
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Food Wheel

News
From

Attention Ladies!!
We still have some
empty spaces on our Food
Wheel Volunteer List.
PLEASE CONSIDER JOINING THIS VERY IMPORTANT MINISTRY.

Church Connections
A great team of volunteers
send notes and goodie packages to our young adults after
their leave home for college,
military, or work.

Contact Laura Campbell at
lacampbell7@gmail.com.
Thank you to those who have already volunteered.

PARENTS, IT’S TIME TO UPDATE OUR ADDRESS LIST! If your
student is away in college or the military,
PLEASE make sure we have their correct
mailing address.

December Leaders: Sheryl Elms, Karen Johnson
Team: Bonnie Hensel, Janice Butler, Jane Wray,
Susan Rikert

Attention all women! Please plan to
join us for
our annual Christmas Dinner

Please send these addresses to
Lindaprice452@gmail.com

These volunteers take a
package of Equal
Exchange Coffee and
information about SPC to
first-time visitors.
December Volunteers

The Presbyterian Women Christmas Dinner

3 Leisa Huddleston
10 Chip & Geraldine Burch
17 Need a volunteer!

will be held at Diane Weeks’ home,
109 Nut Bush Road E, Greensboro, NC
on Monday, December 11, at 6:30 p.m.
Please bring a covered dish to share.
PLUS! This season we are also having a
WOMEN’S LUNCHEON

Yoga

For anyone who is unable to attend the
evening dinner OR anyone who would like to
attend both!

Every Thursday
evening at 6:00 PM

Monday, December 18 at 11:30
Meet at Bravo’s at The Shops at Friendly

In the Gathering Area

Need a ride? Call the church office
336.299.4061
6
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CHRISTMAS ANGELS

Benevolence
Ministry
News

Each year we request the names of children from our partner school,
Sedgefield Elementary, whose families will not be able to provide Christmas gifts
for their children. If you would like to help make Christmas
a little brighter for a child in our community, please choose
an angel from our "Angel Tree" which is in the Gathering
Area outside the sanctuary.

Carla Farrington, the school social worker, along with
recommendations from teachers, chooses the children she
would like us to help. You will find listed on each angel the child's first name, age
and grade. You may choose to purchase an outfit, jacket, shoes, special "toy" request, or fill a stocking for the child. If you
would like to provide everything for one child, you will need to choose 4/5 angels with the same name. They will be easily
identified because the angels will be the same design. Each family will also receive a box of food.
You are invited to help in any of the following ways:
•
•
•
•
•

Choose an angel and provide the requested item(s).
Bring nonperishable food and place it in a box labeled "Food for Christmas Families”. Requested food: canned
vegetables/fruits, rice, mac & cheese, potatoes, fresh fruit, juice
Bring new or gently used books.
Fill a stocking for a mom or dad.
Make a contribution or purchase a Food Lion gift card. Cash gifts will be used to purchase food. Please mark checks for
"Christmas Family".

Many of the families at Sedgefield Elementary are struggling to pay bills and have enough food. Our church, along with
Hinshaw United Methodist, All Saints Episcopal, and Our Father Lutheran, will provide gifts of clothing, books, one special
“wish”, a filled stocking and food box for the family and for 38 children. (Our church is providing for 13 children.) While most
of the SES families experience poverty, these children are in families of greatest need, many of whom are currently
homeless. (Being homeless means you do not have a permanent address and may be staying with family/friends, living in a
shelter or sometimes in a car.)
For many years our church has assisted families at Christmas. The Benevolence Ministry Team is very grateful for your
help in providing Christmas for these special children from Sedgefield Elementary! If you have questions you may contact
one of our Benevolence Team members – Ana Atwater, Janice Butler, Zoe Dillard, Leisa Huddleston or Charlotte Stone.
FaithAction has made a request for unwrapped toys (nonviolent) appropriate for children up to age
12. Parents of immigrant/refugee families are invited to come to FaithAction International House and
choose a gift for their children. These items should be brought to the church by December 7.
Honor Cards are available on a table in the Gathering Area. You may choose cards from Greensboro
Urban Ministry, Bread for the World, Greensboro Animal Rescue, and our Cooking Matters and Backpack Programs. Cards are $5 each.
The Benevolence Ministry Team thanks you for helping to make Christmas brighter for people in our
community and world who struggle with issues of poverty every day of their lives!

The Benevolence Team wants to encourage anyone who
is willing to continue advocating for people who are struggling with
hunger and poverty. This can be done by calling and/or emailing and/or
writing letters to your congressional representatives and expressing your
concerns, asking that these decision makers consider maintaining and, even enhancing,
programs for people in need. Our faith communities and other community agencies cannot
possibly take up the slack that would be there if these programs are cut or eliminated. If
you go to Bread for the World’s website, there is specific information about what to say
when you make these contacts. Visit www.bread.org.
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Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Birthstone: Turquoise; Birth Flower: Narcissus. The term Yuletide
comes from a Norse tradition of cutting and burning a tree to bring in
the Winter Solstice. This was to last through 12 days – later known as
the 12 days of Christmas.

3

4

5

6

7

Fri

1

2

8

9

1st Sunday Advent;
PFH;
Communion;
Commitment
Sunday

9:30 Santa Breakfast

10

11

2nd Sunday Advent

PW Xmas Dinner 6:30
Diane Weeks’ home

12

17

18

3rd Sunday Advent

Women’s Luncheon
11:30 Bravo’s

19

Happy New Year !
Christmas Eve
25
11 am Children’s Worship Christmas Day
8:30 Candlelight/
Communion
Youth at Potter’s House

24

Sat

7 pm Advent Study

6 pm Yoga

13

14

7 pm Advent Study

6 pm Yoga

20

21

15

16

22

23

29

30

10 am Preschool
Program

26

7 pm Advent Study ends

6 pm Yoga

27

28

6 pm Yoga

31
New Year’s Eve

We really don’t know the names of the magi because the Bible doesn’t tell us. In fact, the
Bible is silent on how many wise men visited Jesus. However, tradition has it that the three
wise men who came to seek and honor the infant Jesus were named Gaspar (or Caspar),
Balthasar (or Balthazar) and Melchior. It is a common misconception that the wise men
visited Jesus at the stable on the night of His birth. In fact, the wise men came days,
months, or possibly even years later. That is why Matthew 2:11 says the wise men visited
and worshiped Jesus in a house, not at the stable.

Sedgefield Presbyterian Church
4216 Wayne Road Greensboro, NC 27407 Office Phone: 336-299-4061 Fax: 336-299-4034
Church Email: office@sedgefieldpresbyterian.org Church Website: www.sedgefieldpresbyterian.org

Minister: Kim Priddy, Office Phone: 336-299-4061 Mobile: 336-587-5978
Email: PastorKimspc@gmail.com
Pastor Emeritus: James K. Wilson, Jr.
Director of Music: Andrew P. Bucior, Jr. apbuciorjr@gmail.com
Sedgefield Presbyterian Preschool Korina S. McGill, Director 336-299-5353
Preschool Email: sppreschool@hotmail.com
Preschool Website: www.sedgefieldpresbyterianpreschool.vpweb.com

