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Sedgefield Presbyterian Church 
4216 Wayne Road   Greensboro, NC 27407   336-299-4061 

  

FEBRUARY 2023 

Greetings Friends, 
 
I love hearing scripture from another interpretation. I get energized when I 
hear text through another person’s lens. In preparation for a sermon, I read 
the text in varying translations. The different lenses often allow me to see 
something in the scripture that I have never noticed before. It is kind of like 
how I am in the world. Most of the time I wear contact lenses, but when 
needed I use my reading glasses or prescription glasses. Each lens allows 
me to see but with a different focus.  This past Sunday I preached on a 
familiar text; most of us refer to Matthew 5:1-12 as the Sermon on the 
Mount or the Beatitudes. The familiar sermon includes the words “Blessed 
are the …”,  and you can fill in the rest from memory. 
 
In his writing of “Tattoos on the Heart,”  Fr. Gregory Boyle offers a compelling argument that the Beatitudes is about geogra-
phy rather than spirituality. He writes that "Scripture scholars contend that the original language of the Beatitudes should not 
be rendered as “Blessed are the single-hearted” or “Blessed are the peacemakers” or “Blessed are those who struggle for 
justice.”  Greater precision in translation would say, “You’re in the right place if . . . you are single-hearted or work for peace.” 
The Beatitudes tell us where to find our place to stand. 
 
Those standing in the right place, have heard the Beatitudes through the lens of Steve Givens, 

 

 

This interpretation of the Beatitudes is asking to look at where we are standing to see if we are in the right place. Where are 
you called to stand in 2023? 
 
Peace and Blessing, 
Pastor Kim 

· You’re in the right place if you can stand and embrace 
your poverty and that of others, for one day you will 
stand very close to God. Maybe you’re already standing 
there. 

· You’re in the right place if you can stand before coffins 
and graves and cry, weeping for those now beyond 
your sight, for you will feel the arm of God around your 
shoulders. 

· You’re in the right place if you can stand behind and 
beneath others and let them go first and receive the 
best of everything, for you have much coming to you in 
the end. 

· You’re in the right place if you hunger and thirst for 
what is right, if justice brings you alive and injustice 
moves you to action, for you, someday, will be satisfied. 

· You’re in the right place if you speak words of mercy 
instead of aggression and accusation, for mercy will find 
its way back to you and make its home in you. 

· You’re in the right place if your words and actions are 
pure love, for you will see God in your own reflection. 

· You’re in the right place if you can make and embrace 
peace with those around you, no matter their faults, 
their addictions, their histories, their origins and lean-
ings and orientations, for then you are accepting your 
given place as a child of God. 

· You’re in the right place if you are ruffling a few feath-
ers, if you’re hated for your hatred of injustice and your 
acceptance of the little, the weak and the oppressed, for 
you will find yourself sitting in the lap of God. 
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This Month’s Highlights 

· Every First Sunday, Pennies for Hunger,  

Communion 

· Every 4th Sunday, Benevolence Basket passed,  

Youth at Potter’s House 
· Every Tuesday evening, Boy Scout Troop 8 meets 
 

Sunday, February 5 ........... 5th Sunday after  
                                              Epiphany 
Wednesday, February 8 .... 6:30 pm, Craft Night 
Sunday, February 12 ......... Souper Bowl of Caring 
                                      6th Sunday after Epiphany 
Sunday, February 12 ......... 2-3 pm Music in Sanctuary 
Tuesday, February 14 ....... Valentine’s Day 
Sunday, February 19 ......... Tranfiguration of the Lord 
                                 2-3 pm Performance in Sanctuary 
Wednesday, February 22 .. Ash Wednesday  
                                             5:30 Pancake Dinner;  
                                             6:30  Worship 
Sunday, February 26 ......... 1st Sunday in Lent 
Tuesday, February 28 ......... Women’s Dinner, Elizabeth’s  
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Elders    

Session Class of 2023: 
David Boger 
Ellen Morton 

Session Class of 2024: 
Karen Johnson 
Tim Saunders 

Session Class of 2025: 
Meghan Hadley 

Zoe Dillard 

    3  

Meghan Hadley 
   17  

Chip Burch 

28 

Bruce  
Bingham 

29 
Bob Stout 

Happy Anniversary to Elaine & Willie Mitchell —February 27 

February Lay Reader Usher 

5 Charlo e Stone Karen Johnson 

12 Linda Price Hadleys 

19 Myra Mont-
gomery 

 

26 Jef Morgan  
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Note: Prayer requests should be sent to the 
church office at  
office@sedgefieldpresbyterian.org.  

 Worship News 

 Worship begins at 11 a.m.  

Continue to keep in your prayers:  

God calls us to be a praying people. Being in a faith community together, we join our hearts 
and voices to offer our prayers for one another and God. Continue to keep in your prayers:  

Jenny Till Hammond (Cousin of Karen & Linda) 
Julie Gehling 
Marcy Maury (friend of Bruce Bingham)  
Pat Martin (sister of Frances Wolfe) 
Classie Meredith 
Ned McMillan 
Alicia Chialastri 
Lorrie Butler  
Haley Niblock and Dawson Caldwell Niblock  
 (Frances Wolfe's granddaughter and great grandson) 
 

Dale Walker 
Jan Brown 
Sarah Freeman 
Jack Hester (Kathy Saunders father) 
Helen Boyer (Karen Johnson's mother) 
Ross Ramsey (Diane Week's father) 

Join us for Ash Wednesday Worship on 
Wednesday, February 22nd at 6:30 pm 

We will be having a pancake supper 
hosted by the elders  

beginning at 5:30 pm 
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Church Email: office@sedgefieldpresbyterian.org        Church Website: www.sedgefieldpresbyterian.org 

Sedgefield Presbyterian Church 
Kim Priddy, Pastor     336-299-4061/cell 336-587-5978     Pastorkimspc@gmail.com 

 Dr. Stephen A. Emberley, Music Director  saemberley@gmail.com 

Korina McGill, Preschool Director     336-299-5353/cell 336-210-2132   sppreschool@hotmail.com 

Rev. Frank Dew, Peace and Justice Advocate 

Come join us at 9:45 eachSundays for a journey through 
the Bible. 
 
We’ll be taking a journey through the Bible discussing the vari-
ous sources and when and how they came  
together to become the Bible. 

 
Pictured at left: Karen 
Johnson meeting with 
the Sunday School 
class and introducing 
them to Sunday 
Serve.  
 
Read more about  
Sunday Serve on 
page 6 of this newslet-
ter.  

All children are invited to join us for 
worship in the sanctuary. After the Time 
for Children, they are invited to leave 
with their teacher for a special lesson 
and/or craft.  

January has flown by here at the preschool. The classes learned about winter, 
all things snow, and Arctic animals. Will we get any snow? That’s the big  
question! 

We are looking to refurbish and renew the playground for the preschool and 
church. More information to follow on this. 

Thank you to Anna Atwater and Meaghan Hadley for spearheading this project. 

We would like to also thank Jeanie Schepisi, friend of the preschool, for helping out with our Attractions 
Book sales. Jeanie sold MANY books for us that really boosted our sales. Thank you!!! 

We will begin fall registration 2023 mid-February. If you know anyone interested in the preschool, please 
have them contact 336-299-5353. 
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We thank you for your generous gifts. Your 
year-end giving statements are available at 
the church.  

EXPENSES   

PERSONNEL EXP   

Minister                                                        Salary $38,500.00 

                      Housing   $20,000.00 

                    Prof Exp $2,500.00 

                          Auto $3,000.00 

                    Benefit $22,500.00 

Minister Total $86,500.00 

Director of Music/Organ $12,000.00 

Administra ve  Assist $6,000.00 

Technology Specialist $2,400.00 

Child Care $600.00 

Supply Pastor $800.00 

FICA/MED Church $1,200.00 

Total Other Personnel $23,000.00 

    

Total Personnel $109,500.00 

    

PROGRAMS   

Chris an ED $300.00 

Congrega onal Care $400.00 

Stewardship $300.00 

Worship $2,500.00 

Total Programs $3,500.00 

    

OPERATING EXPENSES   

Salem Presbytery Pledge $2,500.00 

Church Insurance $12,000.00 

Duke Power $8,500.00 

Garbage $2,500.00 

Pest Control $600.00 

Office Equipment $2,000.00 

Office Supplies $200.00 

Piedmont Natural Gas $7,000.00 

Postage $500.00 

Repairs/Maintenance $5,000.00 

Telephone $2,500.00 

Miscellaneous $200.00 

Water and Sewer $3,500.00 

  $47,000.00 

Total all Expenses $160,000.00 

    

DIFFERENCE  $34,650.00 

INCOME  Budget 2023 

Pledges $173,650.00 

Non-Pledge $15,000.00 

Looseplate $3,000.00 

Building Use $3,000.00 

TOTAL INCOME $194,650.00 

IMPORTANT NOTICE ABOUT 
WOMEN’S MONTHLY DINNERS 

The women of the church will continue to meet 
each month for dinner. BUT THE DAYS ARE 
BEING CHANGED TO TUESDAY EVENINGS  
at 6 pm.  

 

February dinner;  
Tuesday, Feb. 28 at Elizabeth’s Pizza 

March dinner: 
Tuesday, March 28 at Bon-Bon’s 

April dinner; 
Tuesday, April 25 at Box Seat  
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Benevolence Fund With the increased need for assistance with rent, utilities, 

and water bills more requests from Guilford Congregational Assistance Network 
(GCAN) and GUM are anticipated.  Please continue to contribute to our Benevolence 
Fund as you are able.  Thank you for your continued support of this very important  
ministry!! 

Suzanne and her sister Lyn 
made 25 kids’ blankets for our  
Christmas Angels.  They  
also made many blankets/ scarves  
for the homeless which were given 
out by Karen Johnson on Christmas! 

Thank you for your gifts of 
time and blankets ! 

Sunday Serve 

Sunday Serve is a small group that provides meals for 
the less fortunate population in downtown Greensbo-
ro every other Sunday morning.  We also help along 
with other groups to provide a hot sit-down Christmas 
breakfast. At this breakfast each one of our friends is 
given a bookbag stuffed with a blanket, toboggan, 
gloves, toiletries, snacks, handwarmers, and this year 
we had insulated cups and shirts for all . These items 
are all donated, we do not ask for money to help.  

We are supported by SPC and Jamestown PC and 
members and friends and strangers that just want to 
help.  This year we did 144 bookbags.  Christmas Eve 
morning, they were sent to the breakfast and were 
given to our less fortunate friends. 

Souper Bowl of Caring  
Offering 
 
For more than 30 years we have been  
participating in this special offering, 
which began in a Presbyterian Church in 

Columbia, SC. This event benefits food pantries and soup 
kitchens all across America, providing more than $100 million 
for those who are food insecure. On February12, you will have 
an opportunity to support The Spartan Open Pantry which 
helps students from UNCG and Greensboro College who are in 
need of food. This pantry is provided by the Wesley-Lutheran 
UNCG campus ministry. Thank you for your continued support 
of this important food ministry! 
  
 Thank  you for always including bringing food for our local food 
pantries  and to contribute to the Benevolence Offering. I am 
getting lots of requests already this month from GUM, Guilford 
County Schools Homeless coordinator, and Greensboro Police 
Department for  assistance for homeless families for a few 
nights in a hotel.  GUM can only do so much and then they 
have to go to churches for additional help. (GUM works with 
specific hotels.) 
 
See page 3 of this newsletter for the date and more information 
on THE SOUPER BOWL OF CARING.  

 

Last 34 Welcome 
bags completed for 
new residents at 
Red Hill Pointe.  

Right: 
Wrapping 
Angel Tree 
Gi s;  
Below, 
GUM Feast 
of Caring 
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Thank you so much to those of you who have 
made contributions to our Backpack Program 
Campaign and to those who have participated 
through volunteer time! Every week since school 
began in August, we have delivered between 50 
and 60 bags of food to Sedgefield Elementary 
School.   We are so very grateful to have been 
able to sustain this program for over 13 years 

now, and couldn't do it without each and every one of our volunteers and 
generous  
supporters!   

If you would like to volunteer by helping us pack food, we meet every 
Thursday morning at the church at 9:15 a.m. and are usually done  
packing within an hour. If you'd like to provide extra food items to put in 
the bags that go home with the children, these items can be left in the 
basket outside of the church office labeled “Backpacks”.  We can use 
any individually wrapped items that do not include peanuts or pea-
nut butter.   

We offer a special thanks to Sedgefield Women's Club who once again 
provided a large collection of food extras to be added to the BackPacks!  
We began using these items the first week they arrived and are so 
grateful for your generosity! 

Please feel free to contact our BackPack Program Coordinator, Karen 
Furman, at 336-254-4219 if you have any questions or would like more 
information.   

Grapevine  Feb 2023 and Benevolence 2022 Year End Report 

“What would be missed if Sedgefield Presbyterian Church didn’t exist?” 

This question is often asked of churches. 

Imagine it is the end of 2021 and Sedgefield Presbyterian Church had to close its doors.  Then in 
2022…… 

· 26 children in our community would not have received Christmas gifts purchased by some members in our con-
gregation and community 
· 50-100 children from Sedgefield Elementary School who depend on a backpack of food on Fridays would not 
have had food for the weekends   
· a family would have been evicted from their apartment had our church and 3 other churches not responded to a 
request from Greensboro Urban Ministry’s Emergency Assistance program to pay a month’s rent to avoid the eviction 
· 60-80 children at Colt’s Run Apartments would not have experienced the fun of playing under a firetruck hose on 
a hot day, playing Japanese drums and making a fresh flower arrangement to take home after enjoying a meal do-
nated by Jake’s Diner 
· 8 teens aging out of Foster Care in our community would not have not had an opportunity to graduate from a 6 
week Cooking Matters class where they learned how to prepare healthy meals on a limited budget 
· Several families would have struggled to put food on their tables had we not provided gift cards from local gro-
cery stores 

 
The above examples are but a few of the ways your contributions of time and financial support have enabled 
SPC to continue to be a presence and help to so many in our community.  Our pastor, Kim, invites us every 
Sunday in her sermons to respond to Jesus’ call to “feed the hungry, help those in need and be a voice for 
justice”. 
 
Through the generous contributions of both time and money, our congregation, as well as many in our com-
munity, have responded and made a significant impact on so many lives. The following is a detailed report of 
the many ways you have reached out to others with your contributions. 
 
A very special “Thank You” to our treasurer, Linda Price, who faithfully maintains all the Benevolence Ministry 
accounts. (Continue reading, next page) 
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Cont’d from previous page 

2022 Benevolence Ministries Expenses/Contributions 

 
Emergency Assistance $5013.94 23 families/individuals 
given assistance with food cards, rent, hotel, water, gas, Duke Energy bills 
SES BackPack Program $20,068.40 50-100 children took home a backpack of food each Friday during the school year 
 
Cooking Matters $364.50 one six-week CM class for teens aging out of foster care who were in the Guilford County DSS 
LINKS program.     
 
Summer Lunch/Enrichment $3,251.08 50-100 children/youth at Colt’s Run Apts were served a lunch and enjoyed an en-
richment activity for 10 days 

Angel Tree $1,400.00 $800 Walmart gift cards given to SES families so they could shop for their children; $400 to families 
served by Mustard Seed Community Health; $200 for warm clothing  

 
Total of the above $30097.02 

 
Holiday Honor Cards $485.00 Greensboro Urban Ministry, BackPacks, Cooking Matters, Bread ForThe World, Animal Res-
cueSpecial Special Offerings 

Greensboro Urban Ministry  $1,175.00 Christmas Eve  offering  

Pennies for Hunger     $842.00 Money used to support hunger relief programs in Salem Presbytery and throughout the 
world 

Souper Bowl Offering $250.00 Food pantry for UNC-G and Greensboro College Students 

 
One Great Hour of Sharing   $474.00         Helps individuals/ communities in need throughout the world. 

$32,838.92 

 
Total amount contributed in 2022 by our congregation and community to Benevolence Ministries supported by our church.  

 
In addition to the above ministries, the church Servant Garden provides fresh vegetables each summer to  
Our Father Lutheran and Groometown Road United Methodist Church food pantries and to Cooking Matters and Colt’s Run 
families. 

 
These ministries are facilitated by….. 

BackPack Program – Karen and Will Furman, Janice Butler, Rita Wingler,  Leisa Huddleston, Stanley Ashworth 

Cooking Matters – Ana Atwater, Sharon Turcot, many Sedgefield community friends 

Summer Lunch/Enrichment Program – Benevolence Ministry Team, Kim Priddy, Pastor Jorge Vάzquez and his wife, Ana 
Santos 

Angel Tree – Michelle Harkleroad, Charlotte Stone 

Emergency Assistance - Charlotte Stone 

Servant Garden – Jef Morgan, Zoe Dillard, Decklun Oberlies, Leisa Huddleston, Ruby and Gordon Johnson  

Bread for the World - Leisa Huddleston 

 Food Pantries – Stanley Ashworth, John Stone  

 Benevolence Ministry Team – Ana Atwater, Janice Butler, Zöe Dillard, Karen Furman, Michelle Harkleroad,  
Leisa Huddleston, Ellen Morton. Charlotte Stone, Sharon Turcot, Frances Wolfe 

 
Thank you for supporting these Benevolence Ministries that are made possible by your gifts of time and 
money! 

Matthew 25: 35 for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger 
and you welcomed me,  40  ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you 
did for me.’ 
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Christmas   

“Thank you so much for making my kids happy, when you left, they were jumping of happiness, they 
had thought they were not receiving any Christmas gifts.  A thousand thanks to you and the people 
from your church who gave the gifts.”  —A recepient 

This family was overjoyed with the gifts of toys, warm clothing, blankets, coats, toiletries, and a food gift card. It is very diffi-
cult for single parents to provide for their families. Mustard Seed Community Health Clinic, located on English Street in 
Greensboro not only provides health care for low income families, but they also offer classes that teach healthy cooking 
and art to improve mental health.  

We were able to provide for an additional 13 “angels” this Christmas because in the week before  
Christmas Gabrielle Howell and a group of friends who call themselves “the Daisies”, chose to buy toys for children 
who would likely not receive any, instead of exchanging gifts among themselves.  
 
The large assortment of toys for boys and girls, 25 children’s blankets made by Suzanne Thacker   
and her sister, Lynn Sparks, and warm clothing purchased by the congregation made it  
possible to include additional children to our Angel list. 

 

Thank you “Daisies”, Suzanne, Lynn,  and congregation for providing  
Christmas joy to these children! 

 

”Our church continues its  
tradition of supporting families at Sedgefield Elementary 
School at Christmas . This past Christmas, $800 in 
Walmart gift cards were provided so parents could shop 
for their children.  
 
THANK YOU to all who continue to support our tradition 
of helping SES families at Christmas.” 

Bread for the World News 

On Sunday, March 26th, Eugene Cho, the President of Bread for the World, will be speaking at Duke 
Chapel.  If you are interested in attending in person, talk to Frank Dew.  The service may be streamed from the Duke Chapel 
website. 

Bread for the World will be advocating for Farm Bill legislation this year that prioritizes nutrition, equity, and sustainability in our 
food system-for all people.  Our church will hold an Offering of Letters focused on the Farm Bill  along with a celebration of  
benevolence ministries.  The date is yet to be determined. 

On February 19th the Hope Fest for Hunger will be held at Carolina Theater from 2:00 to 4:00pm.  This free event features in-
ternational dance groups and raises money for local food needs.   For more information, you can visit the website:   https://
hopefest4hunger.org/ 
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We have had the privilege of having several UNCG music studentsw use their talents 
in our Sunday services. I enjoy coaching them throughout the week, and several of 
them will be giving heir degree recitals. All recitals are in UNCG’s Recital Hall on 
McIver Street in Greensboro. Junior recitals are 30-40 minutes long. Senior Recitals 
are 50-60 minutes long.  

*Hannah McGuire: Thursday, March 16th at 5:30pm (music ed junior recital) 

Megan Weiss: Sunday, March 19th at 3:30pm (music performance junior recital) 

*Tahnai Hand: Mon, April 10th at 5:30pm (music ed junior recital)(was a sub a few weeks) 

Michael Adams: Thursday, April 27th at 5:30pm (music performance junior recital) 

*Hala Elalfy: Saturday, April 29th at 3:30pm (music performance senior recital) 

* - denotes final recital before gradua on or student teaching. 

~A note from Dr. Stephen A Emberley, SPC Music Director 

A note from the Music Director 

About the Music Through Lent 

Lent: preparation through drawing deeper and closer to the  
Creator for the upcoming celebration of Easter 

I remember observing Lent while growing up. In a very non-
Presbyterian faith tradition, the time seemed to me to be focused 
on shame, guilt, restriction and hopelessness. It was not my favor-
ite season. Seeing the expansiveness of God invited me into 
deeper, and yes, more risky paths of faith as I became an adult. 
The Creator is wildly beyond our comprehension and control.  

How do we draw deeper and closer to such Divine wildness?  

One way I've found helpful is to meditate on where I currently am 
in this moment. Not where I want to be or how I want the world to 
change or when I reach an arbitrary weight goal in the gym. We 
are not defined by labels, jobs, or our goals. Every small detail of 
our "now" is sacred - in the Beatitudes, Jesus blesses those in 
need, experiencing difficulty, serving others, doing the best they 
know to do, being persecuted for who they are. Not those who 
have it all together. Not those who have all the answers. But those 
in the wildernesses of life.  

The Creator meets us where we are in our wilderness and blesses 
us. The music through Easter reflects this kaleidoscope of God 
meeting us in every moment. There are blessings, calls to serve, 
songs about how much God loves us, the comfort of Jesus as our 
Refuge. All of this to remind us we never walk alone.  

What we seek in Lent to draw deeper and closer to has been  
present inside us all along.  
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Craft Night with Mree 

Our next craft night with 
Mree will be on 
Wednesday night, Feb 
8th at 6:30.  We will be 
doing small barn quilts; 
there will be a star and 
a heart option.  Karen 
Johnson will need to 
know who wants which 
pattern ahead of 
time.  You may pay the 
night of the event.   

The troop meets here each Tuesday 
evening, and on the weekend of  
January 27-28, they enjoyed an over-
night visit in our Fellowship Hall!  

Boy Scout Troop 8  
Lock-In 

From Kim 
I love birthdays! I love chocolate! 
And I am especially blessed to be 
loved and to love the members of 
SPC! Thank you all so much for 
celebrating my 39th birthday with 
me. 

BATTERY RECYCLING at 
SPC  

Our Earth Care Committee has 
set up a battery collection bin in 
front of the sanctuary. Drop off 
any household batteries you 
need to dispose of, and they will 
be properly recycled. 

TAG SALE IS COMING UP 

The date for our sale is  

MAY 5 and 6. 

We will need help setting up beginning 
the week before AND help with the sale 

on the sale dates.  

 

WE ARE ALSO LOOKING for donations of 
pots and lawn art. Please contact  
Jef Morgan with questions.  
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2 Hot Dogs, Chips, Drink 

 $ 6.00 ! 

Every Tuesday  

(January—November)  

11:30 am —1:30 pm 

Hinshaw Methodist 
Church,  
4501 W. Gate City Blvd.  

All of us wish   

CHURCH  

CONNECTION 

Volunteers at SPC gather regularly to send 
cards and goodies to our college students.  
Maintaining this connection is an important  
ministry.  Students’ addresses were printed in a 
previous Grapevine; if you would like another 
copy, please contact the office.  

Thank you for thinking of me in  
college, and for the package of  
goodies you sent to school! It gave 
me some good energy and  
motivation to get through finals 
week. I always appreciate hearing 
from you all, you do a wonderful job 
making everyone in the community 
feel loved. Wishing everyone at 
Sedgefield Presbyterian much peace 
and joy for the New Year! 

  Jessica Oberlies 

Thank you so much for the Olive Garden 
meal. It is deeply appreciated. Your 
thoughtfulness and prayers are much 
appreciated at this time. 

 In Deepest Gratitude, 

 The Family of Jo Williams  

 

 
I want to thank my SPC Church 
Family for the surprise reception, 
with the beautiful cake and the 
many lovely cards. It made my 
86th birthday a memorable one. 

     Stanley Ashworth 

I want to share and say thank you to you and the church mem-
bers that participated and donated to the Clay on the Green 
Foundation Charity Golf Tournament this year. We were 
able to present the check of $31,500 to UNC on Friday.   
I'm attaching the picture to share in the next newsletter.  

Thanks so much,  
Terri 

Please visit clayonthegreenfoundation.org for more information.  

Thank all of you for showing your  
kindness and concerns throughout this 
past summer. Food, food gift cards, and 
cards have been very uplifting. It has  
been a challenging summer for our family. 

I hope to be back as soon as I am able to 
drive safely. 

Cheers! 
Sarah Freeman 


